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CHERYL D. ALLEN 

GREETINGS FROM THE 
STATE PRESIDENT

Greetings Fellow Ushers,

It is always an honor and a privilege to extend greetings to you. I continue to give all the
Honor, Glory, and Praise to our Heavenly Father! I continue to thank Him for His Grace
and Mercy!

The Lord is continuing to bless our Association. We continue to successfully embrace,
persevere, and adjust to the “New Normal” during the COVID-19 Pandemic and these
unprecedented times. Since our September 2021 Newsletter, we held our first Virtual
Annual Mid-Year Conference.

Please take some time to read this very informative newsletter. This newsletter assists
with keeping you informed about our activities.

Please continue to be safe during this Pandemic. If you have not received the COVID-19
vaccine and booster, please pray and allow the Lord to order your steps.

Please always feel free to contact me if you have questions, comments, concerns, or
recommendations. Please also feel free to contact me if you need assistance. I remain
available and willing to serve.

As stated in I Corinthians 2:9, “But as it is written: Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor
have entered into the heart of man The things which God has prepared for those who
love Him.” I am looking forward to see what God has prepared for me. I am excited to
continue serving in the Usher Ministry and as your State President; leading in
accordance with our Constitution and Bylaws and my vision; and working towards
accomplishing my goals. I love the Usher Ministry. We are Levites, Guards, Watchmen,
Porters, and Doorkeepers. We have been set apart to perform specific tasks.

To God Be The Glory for the great things He has done and will continue to do! We will
continue to be led and guided by the Holy Spirit.

Hope, Joy, Love, and Peace,

Cheryl D. Allen
State President
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Theme: “Ushers Looking Up And Knowing With Confidence That 
Our Help Comes From The Lord As We Continue Our Journey Of 
Moving Upward In Unity And With Love.” 

Scripture: “I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence 
cometh my help. My help cometh from the Lord, which made 
heaven and earth.” Psalm 121:1-2 (KJV) 



Greetings Fellow Ushers,

Jesus is the Reason for the Season! Rejoice!

Christmas is when we celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to be born. His birth brought 
great joy to the world. Jesus offered a message of peace, forgiveness, and 
divine love. God showed and continues to show His great love for us.

Christmas is a special opportunity to put aside the material world and focus 
on the spiritual aspirations of peace and joy. Christmas can be a time of 
healing and renewed strength.

On this Christmas, I pray that above all, you celebrate the birth of Jesus 
Christ. I also pray that you enjoy your Christmas in a way you choose. 
Whether you spend time alone to reflect and meditate or if you spend time 
with family and friends in-person or virtually; I pray your Christmas is 
peaceful and enjoyable.

Hope, Joy, Love, and Peace,

Cheryl D. Allen
State President

Christmas and New Year’s 
Greetings from the State President
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Greetings from Chairman, Board of Directors
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GREETINGS FROM THE JUNIOR AND YOUNG 
PEOPLE’S PRESIDENT

KRISTEENA KENNY

Greeting Fellow Ushers,

I pray everyone has had a blessed month so far and is
continuing to keep God in their hearts and minds at all time
during this season. I hope everyone is having a healthy and
happy holiday season this month and I pray with all the
finals and exams the youth have had to take this month
before break, that they are proud in all the work and effort
that they have put into accomplishing their goals. It is to be
hoped that everyone has an upcoming blessed new year and
to continue to praise and acknowledge God in everything
we do.

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, and Happy Holidays!

Kristeena Kenny
Junior and Young People’s President
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TIMELINE

Highlights from the 2021 Virtual Annual Mid-Year Conference

We held our first Virtual Annual Mid-Year Conference on Saturday, November 20,
2021. District #1 hosted the Conference. Our Conference was a huge success due to a
tremendous team effort, which included a lot of planning and preparation. We thank
all of our members who contributed their time and efforts. We truly appreciate your
commitment and dedication to our Association. We also thank our 93 Delegates and
two Visitors who helped to make our Conference a success by their attendance,
participation, and support.

We were truly blessed with the attendance of Father Matthew Taylor and Mother T.
Jean Horace. We thank God for allowing our Father and Mother to participate in our
Conference.

In accordance with our Constitution and Bylaws, the purpose of our Annual Mid-Year
Conference is to hear reports from the State President, who serves as the State
Delegate to the National Convention, Financial Committee, Board of Directors,
Committees, Departments, District Reports, and new Churches requesting admission,
etc. We successfully fulfilled this purpose as stated in our Constitution and Bylaws.

We kicked off our Conference with an outstanding and very informative School of
Ushering Workshop that was conducted by our Kensey M. Lewis School of Ushering
Chairman Shadonna Bartholomew. The workshop consisted of a Signs and Signals
Bingo Game, National Floor and Drill Demonstrations, and Ritualistic Service for
Deceased Church Ushers.

Our members then enjoyed Fellowship Time/Break. Some members took the
opportunity to have a lively and friendly chat with their fellow members, while other
members took the opportunity to take a break and refresh.

Our Chaplain Cynthia Poole led our Devotions. Chaplain Poole opened with prayer. Our
Devotions included scripture, a song, and testimonies. It was a very spirit-filled and
inspirational worship experience that set the tone to open our Conference.

Highlights from the 2021 Virtual Annual 
Mid-Year Conference

7

OCTOBER-NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2021 NEWSLETTER ICUA OF VIRGINIA, INC.



TIMELINE

Board of Directors Chairman Irene J. Washington presented the gavels to State
President Cheryl D. Allen and Junior and Young People’s President Kristeena Kenny.
The Presidents accepted the gavels and the State President called the meeting to order
at 10:30 AM.

District #1 President Bobby Bostic provided the welcome on behalf of District #1. Our
Credentials Committee Chairman Jacquelyn Kelley provided the Credentials Report
and Online Pilot Results. Parliamentarian A. Jeanette Devins read the Virtual Annual
Mid-Year Conference Rules. The State President gave the members some time to
review the Agenda. The Credentials Report, Virtual Annual Mid-Year Conference Rules,
and Agenda were adopted by unanimous consent.

Recording Secretary Joyce G. Davis and Assistant Recording Secretary Barbara Johnson
conducted the Roll Call of Officer. In accordance with our Constitution and Bylaws, a
quorum representing a majority of the Elected Officers was present.

National Fourth Vice President and Eastern Region Director Donna A. Hines provided
greetings. Second Vice President Gwendolyn Haight acknowledged our First Timers.
The Junior and Young People’s Department were dismissed to their breakout room.

The members accepted the 2021 64th State Convention Saturday Session Minutes by
unanimous consent. Board of Directors Secretary Patricia Lewis read the Board of
Directors Report. Financial Secretary Joyce Parson and Treasurer Susan Kelly-Bing
presented the Financial Reports. The State President presented the State Delegate to
the National Convention Report.

After enjoying a lunch break, our Junior and Young People’s President and State
President provided their reports. District #5 President Sheila B. Smith provided the
District #5 Report. Reports from District #1 President Bobby Bostic, District #2
President Charlotte A. Johnson, District #3 President Diane Washington, District #4
President Louetta Newman, and District #6 President Shaneequa M. Graham were
included in the Conference Packet.

Highlights from the 2021 Virtual Annual Mid-Year 
Conference (Continued )
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After enjoying a lunch break, our Junior and Young People’s President and State
President provided their reports. District #5 President Sheila B. Smith provided the
District #5 Report. Reports from District #1 President Bobby Bostic, District #2
President Charlotte A. Johnson, District #3 President Diane Washington, District #4
President Louetta Newman, and District #6 President Shaneequa M. Graham were
included in the Conference Packet.

All of the reports were very informative and the members gained vital and useful
information. It was wonderful hearing that the Association and Districts are
continuing to conduct business during this Pandemic and unprecedented times.

Our Willie J. Minnifield Training and Development Chairman Sandra C. Johnson
provided an outstanding and very informative workshop, which covered the History of
the Interdenominational Church Ushers Association of Virginia, Inc., information
regarding Church Ushers, the benefits of joining the Association, history and
information regarding the Eastern Region Church Ushers Associations, and history and
information regarding National United Church Ushers Association of America, Inc.

We received very informative reports from our Committee and Department Chairmen.
Our Chairmen accepted the President’s appointment and are successfully fulfilling
their duties and responsibilities. We received a 65th Annual State Convention Update
from District #1 President Bobby Bostic, Eastern Region Update from Conference
Planner Irene J. Washington, and National Update from Board of Directors Member
Lawrence A. Wright. The updates were very informative and helpful.

The Recording Secretary read our correspondence. We received Good and
Welfare/Announcements.

The State President adjourned our Conference at 2:35 PM. Assistant Chaplain Lolita
Reynolds Jones closed our Conference with a very fervent prayer.

To God Be The Glory!

Highlights from the 2021 Virtual Annual Mid-Year 
Conference (Continued )
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MOTHER 
T. JEAN 
HORACE

FATHER 
MATTHEW 

TAYLOR

FATHER TAYLOR MOTHER HORACE

Highlights from the 2021 Virtual Annual Mid-Year 
Conference (Continued )
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Highlights from the 2021 Virtual Annual Mid-Year 
Conference (Continued )
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Highlights from the 2021 Virtual Annual Mid-Year 
Conference (Continued )

12

OCTOBER-NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2021 NEWSLETTER ICUA OF VIRGINIA, INC.



TEAM

NEWLY APPOINTED 
STATE OFFICERS 

We extend congratulations to our Newly
Appointed State Officers. We thank them
for accepting the appointment. Please show
them love and support and pray for them as
they begin their journeys. Our Newly
Appointed State Officers are highlighted on
the Pages 14–22.

CONGRATULATIONS 
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TEAM

Kenneth Spencer
Board of Directors Advisor
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TEAM

Yvette Jefferson
Field Secretary
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TEAM

Jerdleen E. Boffman   
Lillian N. Butler Prayer Breakfast 

Chairman
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TEAM

Barbara M. Cary
Nominating Committee Chairman
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TEAM

Elizabeth Blakey
Nominating Committee
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TEAM

Pearly Davis
Nominating Committee
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TEAM

A. Jeanette Devins
Parliamentarian
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TEAM

Gwen Jackson
Souvenir Journal Chairman
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TEAM

Barbara Johnson
William H. Davis Honor Club 

Department Chairman
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TIMELINE
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If you have correspondence (bereavement notices, sick and shut-
in notices, thank you messages, announcements, invitations,
flyers, etc.) that you are requesting the ICUA of Virginia to send to
the State, Eastern Region Church Ushers Association, National
United Church Ushers Association of America (NUCUAA), Inc., etc.,
please send all correspondence to the State President
(Cheryl.Allen0913@comcast.net) and copy the Corresponding
Secretary (gjack127@outlook.com).

Please use the attached NUCUAA Condolences/Resolution Form
for all bereavement notices (page 51).

Note: We reserve the right to correct typographical and
grammatical errors.

ICUA OFVIRGINIA PROCEDURE TO
SEND CORRESPONDENCE
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65th Eastern Region Conference 

Hyatt Regency Bethesda Hotel 
Bethesda, Maryland 

Friday and Saturday, March 18 - 19, 2022 

In Conjunction with ICUA of Washington, DC 
& Vicinity, Inc. Memorial Weekend 

Saturday and Sunday, March 19 -20, 2022

Donna A. Hines, 
4th National Vice President and Eastern Region Director

Ronald L. Jones, 
Assistant Eastern Region Director

Brenda Gilliam, 
ICUA of Washington, DC & Vicinity, Inc., Host President

Irene J. Washington, 
Eastern Region Conference Planner

ijwashington5@gmail.com Cell 301.906.1743

Bridget Martin, 
Assistant Eastern Region Conference Planner

bridgetsmartin1952@gmail.com
Home: 716.855.0202    Cell: 716.860.4198

Please contact Irene J. Washington, Conference Planner for 
additional information or questions.
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TIMELINE

ICUA of Virginia  
Virtua l Unity Pra ye r

Eve ry Sunda y a t  3:00 PM

ICUA of Virginia  Sta te  Conve ntion
Ma y 13-14, 2022

65th Ea s te rn Re gion Confe re nce
Ma rch 18-19, 2022

2022 Na tiona l Conve ntion 
Chica go, IL 

July 23-30, 2022

Upcoming Eve nts
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BLESSINGS
LOVE

HOPE JOY

LOVE

PEACE
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THANK YOU

INTERDENOMINATIONAL CHURCH USHERS 
ASSOCIATION OF VIRGINIA, INC. 

www. icuaofva.org

NEWSLETTER
OCTOBER   ● NOVEMBER ● DECEMBER 2021

INTERDENOMINATIONAL CHURCH 
USHERS ASSOCIATION OF VIRGINIA, INC. 

www. icuaofva.org
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